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his character, looking up to his vast fame as hero
and statesman uncertain which predominates,
have known less of him at home with his family,
his relations and his friends. The inner parts
of his character, the kindlier impulses of his
nature, his sympathies with those dear to him,
dependent on him, or looking to him for the
solace of his kindness, seem to have remained less
publicly known. Mr. Sparks, in his preface to his
"Life and Writings," remarks that "it must be
kept in mind that much the larger portion of his
life passed on a conspicuous public theatre, and
that 110 account of it can be written which will
not assume essentially the air of history." He
adds, that while in his work " anecdotes are inter-
woven and such incidents of a private and per-
sonal nature m are known, they are more rare
than could bo desired,"

The synopsis of the letters which I have given
may perhaps tend in some small degree to supply
this desideratum in his illustrious life alongside ofion by his inborn
